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marsh intervenes between the sea and the sand till the Canal is reached. First there is the plain of Tineh or Pelusium, a bare expanse of mud and salty soil, with stagnant salt pools and great areas of quagmire in summer, in autumn and during the Nile food largely submerged, save for a few mounds, the sites of ancient cities, by the rising of the salt waters of Lake Menzaleh. Then comes Lake Menzaleh, a great salt lagoon, expanding or contracting with the Nile flood, across the eastern bight of which passes the Canal with its raised banks, a double causeway. This northern portion of the drift sand area is not altogether unproductive.
All along the coast are districts where water is obtainable by digging. In the neighbourhood of El Arish the wells are numerous enough to make a fair amount of cultivation possible, and the quality of the water is good. Here, too, the bed of the great Wadi El Arish, which ran twice in spate to the sea in the winter of 1914-1915, holds extensive pools after flood, and is always a safe place for well-sinking. Further west the quality of the water deteriorates. Round Bir-el-Abd, Katia and Bir-el-Dirweidar are many smaller wells, and it IK indeed easy to find water at from six to ten
feet depth throughout most of the country just south of the Bardowai lagoon. There are at least 40,000 date palms in the oases in <|m\s-tion. But the quality of the water is generally bad. Most of tho water of this eotiwt strip, save about tho mouth of tho Wadi El Arish, would seom to come either from tho sea or from the lagoon, but tho nature of tho subsoil through which it niters varies greatly, with the result that, while El Arish is supplied with drinkable water from a limited number of \\dlw, most of the more numerous wolls of tho Katia. region yield a fluid which oven thirsty Orientals find nauseotis. Further south, along iho stem of the " Gamma " or inverted L, wells are few and far between. Those, that exist there probably derive their water from the plateau. Near the hill of Er Rigm, almost due east of the northern extremity of tho (Jreai. Bitter Lake, is a hollow covered with impervious elay. Thin hollow is really a sort of sink, into which the Wadi Um Muksheib Hoods onco in ten or fifteen years after a cloud-burst on tho rocky I\;obel CJm Mukaheib, a mountain mass on the odgo of tho plateau. A bar of hard sand forms a sort of dam at tho northern extremity of the sink, and after the rare floods a great pool IK formed at Kr Rigm which cau supply a groat army for many days. Lato in 1014 Wadi Um Mukrthoib ran in spate into tho hollow, and tho discovery by the Turks' Beduin auxiliaries of tho pool thus formed undoubtedly helped to determine Djomal Pasha to choose the Kl Audja-Ismailia lino of advance.
The mountain zone of tho Sinai  Peninsula need not be described.    A small raiding party
ON   THE  SUEZ  CANAL.
The entrance to the Canal, showing De Lesseps' Statue. Inset: The office of the Suez Canal Shipping Company, Port Said.